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Colorado State University is committed to providing an 
environment that is free from discrimination and harassment 
based on race, age, creed, color, religion, national origin or 
ancestry, sex, gender, disability, veteran status, genetic 
information, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, or 
pregnancy in its employment, programs, services and activities, 
and admissions, and, in certain circumstances, marriage to a co-
worker. The University will not discharge or in any other manner 
discriminate against employees or applicants because they 
have inquired about, discussed, or disclosed their own pay or the 
pay of another employee or applicant. Colorado State University 
is an equal opportunity and equal access institution and 
affirmative action employer fully committed to achieving a 
diverse workforce and complies with all Federal and Colorado 
State laws, regulations, and executive orders regarding non-
discrimination and affirmative action. The Office of Equal 
Opportunity is located in 101 Student Services.

The information provided is for general educational and 
informational purposes only and does not constitute legal 
advice. It is not intended to be a substitute for professional 
legal counsel.

https://oeo.colostate.edu/
https://oeo.colostate.edu/
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Avenues into 
Horsemanship



Lessons/ 
Instructional 
Program
• Benefit of using school horses, tack, 

equipment, facilities, and more

• Private or semi-private lesson 
environments

• Can focus on one discipline or overall 
horsemanship

• Vast amounts of knowledge to be 
learned for relatively low upfront costs



Volunteering 
with Equine 
Programs
• Often working with youth, rescued 

equine, and other audiences

• Handy way to learn facility upkeep, 
basic horse care, and handling skills

• May be set up on case-by-case basis, 
or fit into existing volunteer framework



Horseless 
Horse 4-H 
Project
• 4-H program option for youth who do 

not have access to an owned or 
leased equine

• 4 levels of curriculum to work through

• Exhibit & compete with a display board 
at the county & state fair

• Often paired with a county's horse club 
for hands-on learning, field trips, etc.



Leasing an 
Equine
• Various types of leases

• Often viewed as a step towards horse 
ownership, without the full initial 
commitment

• "Leasing a horse, gives people the 
chance to ride more frequently and 
consistently than they would in a 
lesson program. Leasing also allows for 
a deeper partnership with a horse 
outside of lessons and can prepare 
riders for the realities and 
responsibilities of owning a horse or 
pony without the long-term 
commitment." (US Equestrian, 2026)

https://www.usef.org/media/newsletter/equestrian-weekly/horse-leasing-101-where-to-start


Main Types of Leases
Care/Feed Lease Partial/Half Lease

• No upfront/monthly fee paid to 
owner

• Lessee takes on all cares & feed for 
equine

• Closest you can get to ownership, 
without the equine purchase price

• Fee paid for certain number of rides 
per week/month

• Lessons may be tacked onto lease 
fee

• Typically share the horse with owner 
or other lessee

• Requires shared scheduling to 
deconflict desired days



Main Types of Leases
Full Lease Seasonal Lease

• Lessee responsible for all equine 
expenses (board, feed, vetting, 
farrier, training, lease fee, etc.)

• Typically, most expensive option, 
but allows for the most time with the 
equine

• Full access to the equine

• Often offered for summer youth 
camp seasons, hunting season, or 
winter sleigh ride seasons

• Fee may be paid by month, or per 
season

• Lessor may have preferences to 
sending horses to the same site 
season after season if agreeable to 
both parties



Main Types of Leases
Lease-to-Buy Show Lease

• Similar to partial lease or full lease, 
except lease fee is applied to an 
agreed-upon purchase price of the 
equine at the end of the lease term

• Equine may be leased to a rider for 
a specific show series, circuit, or 
season

• Often used if a primary competition 
horse is injured, or while a prospect 
is young



Skill Level Honesty & Responsibility
• Be honest about your comfort & skill level

• "Line horses" (Erin Sharp Horsemanship)

• Very common: rider gains some confidence in a controlled environment 
(i.e. lessons) > inflated sense of confidence > leases a horse that toes the 
line of being too much (too forward, too "feely," etc.) > horse & rider are put 
into new situations which push comfort level > horse & rider are both in 
over their heads

Horses are like sneakers...



"First you go with 
the horse, then 
the horse goes 
with you, then 

you go together." 
- Tom Dorrance

Photo: Tom Dorrance



Evaluating a 
horse for lease
• Age

o Horse + Rider = 21 
minimum (Julie 
Goodnight)

• Training/education

• Discipline background

• Tolerance level

• Health & soundness

• Equine diet, cares, facility 
capabilities



Finding a Lease
• Instructor/trainer

• Farrier

• Veterinarian

• 4-H horse club leader

• Extension office

• Breed association chapters

• Facebook groups



A 4-H horse 
should have: Directional 

Control

Speed 
Control

Emotional 
Control

Body 
Control

Tolerance



Continuity of Equine Care
Diet

• Forage
• Grains
• Supplements/

medications

• Private/shared pen
• Mares/geldings
• Pasture/dry lot

Vetting

• Vaccines
• Coggins
• Joint care
• Chiropractic/other cares

Farrier

• Barefoot
• Shoes
• Cycle timeline

• 3 day (decompression), 3 week (settling in), 3 month (return to new normal)
guideline for new animals (ASPCAPro, 2026)

• Changing a horse's handler, environment, diet, etc. can be very overwhelming

Herd Environment

https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/4-post-adoption-tips-equine-groups
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/4-post-adoption-tips-equine-groups
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/4-post-adoption-tips-equine-groups


General Costs in Colorado
Item/Service Average Price
Self-Care Board $275/month (mountain region)
Pasture Board $394/month (mountain region)
Stall Board $460/month (mountain region)
Partial Lease $350/month (mountain region)
Full Lease $700/month (mountain region)
Private 1 hour riding lesson $40-$115/lesson
3x4 Grass $145/bale
3x3 Alfalfa $140/bale
Pasture – Grazing $0.70/head/month (western region)
Farrier – trims $60 (western region)
Farrier – shoes (full set) $125 (western region)

http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/ams_2905.pdf
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/ams_2905.pdf
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/abm.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/61/2026/04/2025-CustomRates-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawRgh3VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeboOkskIuPIDoo0RU5Utho4DeiMLTQLlpHiRZlZ3V86SvojOUSU5aluEjvkE_aem_WM_cZFVjqEm_YbNLjv2FBQ


Insurance Considerations
• Various policies & products available to all parties involved in a lease

• Equine Professionals' Insurance – boarding facilities, trainers, 
instructors, etc.
Personal Equine Liability Insurance – for those owning, leasing, or 
riding

• Horse Mortality & Major Medical – may cover death, illness, 
catastrophic  lameness, colic, etc. (EquiSure, 2026)

• Enrolled & approved 4-H members covered under a 4-H insurance 
policy, contact the state 4-H office for more information

https://www.equisure-inc.com/
https://www.equisure-inc.com/
https://www.equisure-inc.com/


Lease 
Contracts 
Protect:
• The horse

• Owner

• Lessee

• Facility

• Signed hard copies on file 
with all parties

• Part of 4-H Horse ID Form



Lease Clauses



Lease Clauses
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Lease Clauses



Biosecurity with Lease Horses
• Minimum 14 day quarantine

o No shared tack, equipment, or fencelines
o Hoses are a common source of contamination
o Evaluate for signs of illness

• Individual tack/equipment used for that equine

• Labeled for each lessee/equine pair

• Stay in touch with equine care team if issues arise



Resources

• 4-H Horse Show Rule Book

• Colorado Horse Project Manual

• Your local 4-H specialist

• 4-H horse leader

• Veterinarians & farriers



Questions?
Rebecca Sheriff Chrestensen

rebecca.sheriff@colostate.edu

719-539-6447

mailto:Rebecca.sheriff@colostate.edu
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