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How to Prepare Your Colorado 4-H Photography Project
Photography Project Introduction - Episode 1
Hello, my name is Gabriel Dupon, and today we are going to be discussing how to prepare your exhibit in 4-H photography.
Now, this class will cover all the basics on how to mat your photo and how to prepare your binder, your record book, and doing all the finishing touches.
This class won't give you how to take the photos or how to fill out the information in your workbooks, but it will make sure that you submit a very confident project that looks very presentable.
Now, of course, every single unit in photography is different. Here in Colorado, we have seven different units.
We have units one through four, which covers the main books, part of the national curriculum.
And then past that, we have some of our more specific units to kind of further enhance your skills, such as unit five, which focuses on low light photography.
This is a more technical unit, but it really allows you to further explore taking pictures, and you can kind of pick and choose your activities.
And then, of course, we have unit six, which is our advanced photography unit.
This one is more self-determined, as you can choose your own goals and plans at the beginning of the year, and then you can just include the pictures that demonstrate your evaluation and accomplishments.
And then finally, we also have digital image editing, which is unit seven.
This unit is really exciting and demonstrates skills needed to edit images in any capacity.
A lot of the other units in 4-H, you are prohibited to edit a lot of your photos, unless otherwise stated in the workbooks.
Of course, there is a lot to go through with all of this, and so the reason why I put this video series together is to help you understand how to navigate all of it.
So, a little bit of what you're going to be learning is, one, you are going to understand how to create a display photo.
And this is just a 5” x 7” matted image.
And so, these are really important and this is what's displayed at the county fair if you choose to submit to it.
Then we're also going to look at the photo sheets.
These are just individual sheets that go inside your binder, and they help present and show your photographs with labels.
And we're going to look at how to present them really, really nicely and how to put them together as efficiently as possible.
And then, of course, we're also going to look at the record book, oh, so much fun.
But JoJo and I will be here to guide you through it.
And, of course, we'll talk about some finishing touches, and it will be a lot of fun.
So, continue watching, and through the next four episodes, you'll have a lot to learn.

How to Mat and Create the Display Photo - Episode 2
Hello and welcome back.
In this episode, we're going to talk about display photos.
Wait, what's a display photo?
This is a display photo.
A display photo is a 5” x 7” photo with an 8” x 10” mat frame, and only a mat frame, and only those specific sizes.
It also includes a label and some information.
But why are they important?
Well, every single unit in 4-H Photography has a display photo.
And it represents the quality of photographs, the overall quality of the exhibit that you put together as a photographer for that entire year.
Obviously, if you submit to the county or state fair, your entire exhibit is judged off of the entire project, including your workbook and binder and record book, not just your display photo.
But your display photo is important because oftentimes your binder isn't displayed, but your display photo is, and it should be presentable.
But how do we put one of these together and how do we make it look really, really nice?
That is exactly what we are going to do today.
So, let's get started.
Before we get started, we do need some tools and supplies.
Because if we don't have those, and we're not going to get very far.
So, what exactly do we need?
A couple of tools that are really great to have is, you know, some of the basics like scissors, pencil, and a ruler is really handy as well.
And then if you want to be really, really clean, a microfiber cloth and some gloves are also really handy.
If you have a straight edge cutter, these are really, really nice to have, especially for cutting out the labels.
It's okay if you don't have one, though, but I really do recommend it.
And some of the physical things that you need that we'll be using to put together the binder is a photo, print, which is just a 5” x 7”.
It's all you need.
Nothing smaller, nothing larger.
And speaking of size, we also need to frame.
Now, the frame is a 5” x 7” window with an 8” x 10” outer size on the frame.
You may be thinking, well, can I choose something different for the size?
You mean like this?
I know it looks adorable, but this is not the right size.
It has to be a 5” by 7”.
So, let's get rid of that.
Oh, and yes, I know how majestic this
looks, and it would look amazing at the county fair,
but... we don't need that either.
Only the 5” x 7”, 8” x 10”.
And we also need a backing.
Now, the backing can just be cardstock.
It can be foam.
It can be another thick mat type material.
And you can buy them at an art or hobby store, along with all of the other supplies here.
But sometimes you can't find them.
So, in this video, we're just going to take a regular letter size card stock sheet, and we're going to cut it out ourselves.
And then we will also need a label to attach to the back of it.
We won't cover in this very specific video on how to make the labels.
We'll do that in the next video, but do have one prepared.
And then we do need some tape.
So what kind of tape do we get?
First, acid-free tape.
Acid-free tape just kind of helps protect and float your photo inside the frame.
Of course, we'll talk about more about that in a minute.
And then either some magic tape or gift wrap tape is very effective.
If you can't find any acid-free tape or if you don't have any, you can also just use the magic tape as well.
Not ideal, but it does work.
And then, of course, double-sided tape is highly recommended.
Not just for the display photo but preparing your entire exhibit because attaching your photos to all the pages in your book.
This is golden.
Now, the very first thing that we're going to do with your display photo is make sure that everything is set to go.
And I, for instance, couldn't find a backing at the store.
So, I just have some cardstock, and that is what we're going to use for the cardstock.
But it's not quite the right size.
So, we're going to have to trim it down.
And there are two ways to do that.
We can either use a ruler and measure out an 8” x 10” size, or I can literally just take the cardstock, and then just line it up.
And then from there, I can just make little marks of where it is.
Now, from there, I can use my straight-edge cutter or, of course, a scissor.
So, first we have our photo.
Now, I typically don't like to touch much of the surface, but that's why I'm wearing gloves.
Because our hands are very oily.
And those oils can damage the surfaces of our frame and also the photo itself.
So, we want to make sure that we're really careful and really clean in this entire process.
So, the very first thing I'm going to do is I'm going to take some acid-free tape.
And I really only need two pieces of acid-free tape.
And what I'm going to do is I'm just going to gently go underneath the photo, and I'm just going to dab it.
Just like that.
And then I'm going to take a second piece.
Just like that, and then I'm going to do the exact same thing on the other side.
And that is all it needs to look like.
Then we're going to grab our frame.
And we're going to kind of eyeball it on where it needs to be.
Typically, I like to start from the bottom edge and work my way up to the top.
So, I might, like, kind of set it down.
And I try to be really, really careful.
Just making sure everything is lined up.
And once it looks good, I just slowly set it down.
And I can sometimes make little adjustments from here, because
I haven't pressed down on the tape yet.
And once everything looks really, really good to me, and I'm satisfied, then I can press
right, where the tape is.
So that is the first stage of the photo, as you can see.
I have essentially just hinged the photo onto the mat.
So, this is what we call floating, and it is floating the photo on it.
And typically, a mat is usually inside a larger frame with glass, and so, usually, we'll just have the backing, and we won't attach it, or anything like that, inside of it.
But in this case, this is the entire photo.
And so, we're going to physically attach the mat in this case.
Now, you could attach some extra tape along the edges, right here.
But it's not really necessary.
I like to attach some tape because it kind of creates a much, much tighter look, especially around the edges.
All right.
Now, I also want to make sure that the tape is really, really…
It's all evenly applied.
Just be really, really careful.
And the reason why is because a lot of the tape is pressure sensitive.
Which means if you don't fully put it down, then it's not going to fully stick.
All right, so, this is essentially our display photo without the backing, and you wouldn't even know it, that it doesn't have the backing, but we're going to do that next.
Now, for the backing, we are essentially going to apply this.
And this is where the double-sided tape comes in.
Now, for the double-sided tape, we are going to just grab some of the tape, and I like to put some on every little corner.
When you get the double-sided tape, make sure it's the permanent double-sided tape, otherwise, it won't... stick.
Because sometimes you can get like the removable or it's like the double-sided tape that's too thin.
I typically don't like to use that double-sided tape because the backing falls off, and that's a little annoying, I would say.
And then I'll put one long strip right in the middle.
So that's basically what I have for just a double-sided tape.
Quite simple really.
And then I am going to attach it to this photo right here.
Now, I have to be really, really careful, because once this double-sided tape sticks, it's not coming off.
So, if I screw up, then my photo could be ruined.
So, you have to be really, really careful.
And speaking of that, that's why I always recommend ordering multiple of your photos just in case something happens.
You don't know if you might make a mistake of your making the display photo, or if something happens to your display photo when it's at the county fair.
So basically, what I like to do to help with this is I always start with a corner or an edge.
And this really, really helps that process.
And so just be really careful and just eyeball it. And then just kind of grab that edge with both the corners.
And then once you're satisfied and the corners line up, you can just dab. Just one corner, and then once that's set up, you can grab the other corner and just set it down.
And then you can gently go to the, the third corner, dab that one, and now the fourth corner, this one, and then you're going to gently apply it.
So now I'll move it to the other side, and I'm going to press on the frame.
And now we have the display photo.
Of course, it's not quite finished because there are a couple other things that we need to do.
We have to make sure we attach the label.
Now, for the label, I like to put it in the corner.
Why?
Because typically when you have your photo at the fair, a barcode for FairEntry will also be attached.
Now you don't attach it, the county will attach it for you.
And this is just to keep track of your exhibits, so they don't lose it, and then also it helps keep things organized for judging as well.
So typically, what I'll do, and this is very similar to when I was applying the backing,
I just include a piece of double-sided tape, typically just on each corner.
And I know the gloves can sometimes be a little annoying.
If you prefer not to use them, and if you can just be really, really careful, that’s still fine because it's not always the best situation.
And then I'm just going to apply a label.
Right there. And then, it's also recommended to have a little hanger, as well.
Typically, when your exhibit is displayed, it will just be displayed with a little stand like this, and they'll just set it right on top.
That looks really, really nice.
In some circumstances, they will actually put it on a wall, or a backboard, and that's when you might need a hanger.
Now, you can make your own hanger, or you can go buy a little hanger.
They come in all different sizes types of it.
There's no standard.
There's no requirement on what the hangar should be, at least at the time of this video.
So, as long as you can hang it, I highly recommend you have one.
And so, basically, I'm just going to add this hanger, just add it right in the middle.
And now that is my display photo.
And that is all you have to do.

How to Assemble the Photo Binder - Episode 3
Hello and welcome back.
In this episode, we are going to talk about the binder.
The binder is where you include your workbook and all of your beautiful photos that you captured throughout the year.
How do we do that, exactly?
How do we make this book?
Because it's actually quite simple to make the binder.
But to be able to make it look really, really good is important.
The binder is the biggest part of your 4-H Photography project.
Yes, your display photo is important, and you will be judged on this if you submit to the county and state fair.
But this one is where the big bulk of your learning and your experiences and your project is judged on.
But in this specific episode, we're going to be talking about how to attach your photos to all the pages and put them in your book.
Sounds pretty simple.
But the key thing that we're going to focus on is presentation.
We want your photos to look the best they possibly can.
Why is that important?
Because you spend all of this effort to take this pretty photo, all these pretty photos, we want to make an impression.
An impression is important because it makes your exhibit memorable, and when your photo is on a clean piece of paper, and it has a good label, and it's free of distractions, you can let the photos speak for themselves.
And that's really professional, and it's really appreciated.
But how do we do that?
That is exactly what we're going to be talking about, and this is exactly what we're going to be doing.
So, before we get started, let's cover a couple of what's needed and what we're going to be doing.
The obvious thing that we need is some prints, of course, they should be 4” x 6” or similar.
That's this size, right here.
Now, it's a little bit smaller than the 5” x 7” that we just matted.
And they should only be 4” x 6”.
Of course, a little similarity, a little difference, is okay.
Maybe if you have a square photo, like
a 4” x 4”, that's also acceptable.
Instead of filling the photo, you may have fitted it instead, which means you might have had some white space around it.
That's also acceptable, because sometimes different ratios, like a 16:9 look really good.
In this case, you can just leave the photo as is, or if you're a perfectionist like me, you can cut out all the white space.
But, regardless, anything is acceptable.
So, 4” x 6” or similar.
Well, where do we order these?
Of course, you could print them yourself, or you can order them at a local store like Walmart or Walgreens.
That, any option is really fine, but quality is going to be a big factor as well.
Those are the most convenient options.
For me, in particular, I actually like to order my prints from a professional lab.
The price isn't actually that much different, and sometimes it can almost be cheaper, depending on who you order it from and where you order it.
Options such as Nations Photo Lab or Bay Photo Lab are some of my particular favorites.
They not only do some basic color corrections, and have really nice printing, and then a lot of sheen options as well, like lustre or pearl or matte.
Those are some really good options.
You can also do that.
Just be prepared that if you do have to order them, so it does take some time to get them.
Of course, we're going to have to need some double-sided tape, again, like we just use for the display photo, and then we're going to have to get some paper.
Now we need lots and lots of paper.
Just getting some cardstock paper is recommended because it's thicker, and it's more presentable, since when you turn the pages, that it stays more consistent, and it stays flat, that's the bigger part.
So, when you attach the photos, it looks nice, and you can't really see through it.
The issue with using thin paper is that it kind of wobbles all over the place, and it's not very secure.
And it can rip easier, too.
So, it's not always what I recommend.
If you have cardstock as an option, always go with card sack.
And, of course, the next things you will need are some labels.
Now, the labels are, can be handwritten, if you have really, really nice handwriting. 
I particularly don't always have the best handwriting, or it just takes way too long.
So, I, you, I put them together on the computer.
And print them out and then cut them out.
I can, you can come out with a scissor, or you can cut them out with a straight-edge cutter.
This is definitely what I use, because I'm a perfectionist, like I said.
And those need to be attached next to every single photo.
Of course, the rules and the template used for these labels are different for every unit.
Units one through four, then five, then six, then seven, each have different templates.
So, make sure you look in the requirements to find out which template that is.
And then you will go and make them on your computer or handwrite them and make sure it follows that exact same format for every single photo.
Of course, then once we attach all of the photos onto your cardstock and with the labels attached, you do need to attach the actual pages to your binder.
Now. Does that mean you should use something like this?
I typically don't recommend using plastic sheet protectors because it has a little bit less of a quality, and it's also very reflective, as you can see.
And that kind of makes it difficult to see your photographs, especially when all of your photos will have a sheen that really contributes to the feel of your photos.
And so instead, I will just use a 3-hole puncher, and I just will 3-hole punch every single photo.
I make sure the 3-hole punch them before I attach anything to it, just so I have room.
You don't want to attach your photos and then have to 3-hole punch through your photos.
That's not something that you want.
Now, of course, without further ado, let's get started, and we're going to be working on how to create your labels.
Labels are really important in 4-H photography.
And as I previously said, the template that you use is different for every single unit.
So, make sure you look at the exhibit requirements to see which template to use.
For instance, your exhibit photo will obviously have a template.
And the individual photos inside your binder will have templates, too.
For instance, in Photography Basics, Unit One, this is your template.
You include the camera use, activity number, photo number, and then your subject, and then the date the photo was taken.
Now the activity number corresponds to the activity that's in your workbook.
The photo number is just an identifiable number that's numerical.
For instance, the very first photo in your binder is one, and then you just continue counting up from there through the entire project.
And the subject, ultimately think of it like the title for your photo.
You can include anything you want here and just be really, really creative.
And then the date the photo is taken, that's pretty self-explanatory.
But as you can see, as you go on, they can change a little bit.
The first four units are pretty much the same.
And once you get to the more advanced ones, such as Unit 5, look how much it's changed quite a bit.
Now, how do we create these?
Well, we can create them in pages or
Microsoft Word, depending on what
application you have access to, or what computer you have as well.
You can also use them in other applications too.
Any word processor is fine.
Even Google Docs is acceptable.
But whatever is comfortable for you, that is totally fine.
What I typically like to do is I create a table and I just fill in the information from there.
You can also just literally create bullet points as well, and then just fill in the bullet points.
If you prefer to handwrite them, that's also acceptable.
Just make sure that you are really, really legible.
So, the judges, if you submit it to the county or state fair, so the judges can read it.
Now, for these, you'll notice I have two different sizes.
 I have these square sizes, and I also have these longer rectangular sizes.
The reasoning behind that is because the orientation for photos is different.
Some photos are going to fit on the letter size page differently.
Such as if you have multiple horizontals or if you have two verticals or one vertical, one horizontal.
And typically, I have two different sets.
If I ever am using a vertical picture in any way, I almost always use a square type ratio.
And then if I use a horizontal one then I'll use the horizontal label.
Now, what are the sizes for these?
The sizes are six inches long, as you can see here, and they're six inches long, because the photo is six inches long.
So, it'll match perfectly.
And then it is about one in a quarter inches high.
I typically don't go any higher than that
because they will not fit on the page.
For the square-ish labels, you'll see that they're about three inches wide.
And then they are about two and a half inches tall.
So, you can play around with the dimensions as you like, but these are the dimensions that I have found to be the most appropriate to fit on your page.
Now, basically, once I have created these labels, I will print them out, and I will cut them.
Of course, you can do it a lot of different ways.
You can also get the adhesive labels, found in a lot of office aisles, and you can just print them out that way, that's also acceptable.
But if you want it to look the nicest, just in my opinion, you can just make them just like this with a table.
And, of course, you can add color to them if you want, but that's not really needed, and then from there, you just print them out on cardstock and then use a straight edge cutter to cut them all out, or a scissor.
All right, so we are going to be putting our photos and our labels onto the individual cardstock pages.
These will be going inside of our binder.
The most important thing that you need to pay attention to when doing this is to stay organized.
And that means knowing which labels and which photos go together.
And then on top of that, also knowing which photos and
labels go for each activity.
I typically recommend to pay attention to this before you even order your pictures so you can order all your pictures at once, and then have all your labels at once, and then cut them all out.
And then you can kind of start organizing them from there.
Another thing that's really important to do is to also notice how you're going to lay them out on every single page.
Because you'll notice that depending on the size of your labels, you might have to make different sizes.
And you can do your labels many different ways, but sometimes if you want to include, like, more information, or if you want to make them look really nice, typically, you'll have different ones.
You can make different sizes, such as this example.
And then also, a really big challenge is you're going to deal with different orientations as well.
So, some of the photos might be landscape or horizontal orientation, and some of them might be a vertical orientation.
That is where the labels and the photos come in handy.
So, we're going to do a couple different orientations, and we're going to kind of show you some examples of what that looks like.
The very, very first thing that you will need to do when preparing your photo pages is always three-hole punch them.
So, grab your cardstock and three-hole punch, your photos.
Now that we have all of our cardstock, three-hole punched, we can attach photos on both sides.
Now, we can do different orientations, and for instance, we can do a standard orientation, which is just two horizontal photos, such as these, and we can just attach them.
Just like this.
So, we can kind of have a general idea of what they look like.
For, and we'll use double sided tape to attach them, for one horizontal and one vertical photo
typically, I can use a different size.
That's more like a 4:3 type ratio.
And I will, typically include maybe one right here and do it just like that.
So that's kind of what the orientation will look like.
Now, one challenge that you may find is what happens if you have two vertical photos?
Now, can you fit two vertical photos on one page?
Now, this becomes really, really challenging because you might have to adjust them in different ways.
But is it possible?
Yes, it is possible, but you're going to be really, really tight along the edges.
So, I typically don't recommend doing two vertical photos unless it's your only option.
And in my opinion, what I'll honestly recommend, most of the time, is just, if you have too many vertical photos, just put one on each page.
Because once you put a vertical photo and
you have one over here, it just gets really, really tight.
And it just, and you want to make sure you have space around every single photo.
So, that's really important to keep in mind.
And there's nothing wrong with just having one photo on a page.
You can just do one photo and just put it right in the middle.
Just like that.
Same thing over here.
You can just do one photo, and just put it right in the middle.
In this case, you could also technically put two photos on the page.
In this case, I would actually cut the white out of this one, and so you would be
able to be included much, much easier.
So that's a general recommendation on how to attach those photos.
Now, for instance, let's do an example of what it would look like to attach the photos.
So, say, for example, I'm going to attach these photos on the front, and then I am going to attach these photos on the back.
So, to do that, I typically will take a little microfiber cloth, and this is just to kind of help
make sure that it's clean, because I'm going to be flipping these photos, and I have to attach the double-sided tape.
Now, just like the display photo, I am going to just add one for each corner.
And also, be careful if there's any, like, hair, dust, or dirt that can get on.
It's really important just to make sure you stay clean when you're doing this process.
And so, just like that.
So, we're going to put a double-sided tape on each corner, and then one right in the middle.
So when I attach these photos
a lot of it's just eyeballing.
You can sometimes use a ruler for, like, guidance, if you want.
But I typically just try to be really, really careful and...
I try to just be really, really careful, and then just line it up.
So, I want it really close to the corner, and I kind of use the space around the corner as guidance.
But I don't want it flush with the corner.
So that's really important.
So, I just stab the corner there, and then I use the edges, the top edge to kind of guide me, and then I just apply it.
And I just press down, and this is one of the reasons why I like using gloves, because I don't want any fingerprints on my photos.
And just like that.
Now, for the, the label, the label is much simpler.
I will typically just include one piece of tape on one edge, and then one piece of tape on the other edge, and then a longer strip, just right in the middle.
Just like that.
And then I will just sneak this guy right in here, right underneath.
And then I will attach it.
Just very simple.
Now, for this one, I have to pay a little bit
closer attention, because the label's still going to be right below.
You could also put the label on the top as well.
That's one option.
You can have it on the side, or you can put it both on the edges.
There are different ways you can do this.
And it's totally up to you and how you want to do it.
And you can also put the label on first as well.
That's also an option.
If you want to make sure that spacing below is consistent with the rest of the other margins.
So, I just attach that, and then I'll sneak this label right under the edge.
And then just like that.
And that is one page.
Now we have to do the backside.
Now, the backside's a little bit more tricky, because if we leave these photos on the back, we could potentially scratch them, which is why I still have the microfiber cloth.
I'll just lay this on the microfiber cloth.
Always pay attention to how this is folding.
So, if I'm here, I'm going to fold this direction.
So, now I'm basically doing the other side.
So, I lay it out on the microfiber cloth, and I'm going to now be attaching two of these pictures.
So, I'm going to attach one here, and I always like to lay them out based off of kind of how I want to attach them.
Just so I have a general idea, because sometimes you can put photos on the pages, without actually without knowing what you're doing, because sometimes I, especially in the past, have put a photo on, and then I realize there's not enough room for the other photo or I wasn't paying attention where everything was going.
So, this really helps with that process.
So now for that, I can take this photo,
and I can take, just little things of double-sided tape and attach this on.
Now, one thing to note is double sided tape is really useful, because it's clean, and it holds on really strongly.
I don't recommend using other types of tape or ones that aren't permanent.
And I definitely don't recommend using any type of glue.
It doesn't matter what kind of glue it is.
Glue is messy, and it's more difficult to apply, and is more time-consuming, and so, I typically don't like to do that.
All right, so I apply that. 
Right here.
And then I'll do the label, and as you can see, these labels are different.
These are the square labels.
And then these are square, so they can fit all together on the pages.
All right.
So, I grab the tape, and then I just get this one, I'll line it with the edge,
and then I put it right on.
And just so you know, the one thing that's really important, too, is sometimes the edges aren't always going to be perfect.
Once you attach the photos to the labels.
It's best just to leave it.
And the reason why is because you could potentially damage the rest of
the entire page, especially if you already have photos on it.
You don't want to ruin those photos.
Unless you have a backup of those photos, then you could change them, but otherwise, if
something just doesn't look right, and because, or something's crooked, and you've already 
attached it, you just have to leave it.
Otherwise, you risk ruining the rest of your, page from doing that.
Right, so now I have this one, and I'm just going to attach this one just right here.
Just focusing now on the bottom edge, and I apply that.
Like carefully, and now I'm going to do the last label.
And then, that is one finished page that we have.
And so, on the front, we have these two pictures, and then on the back, we have these two pictures.
And notice how there are different orientations.
So, obviously, you have a vertical, you have a horizontal, and you have horizontals.
And maybe if I have one extra picture, then I can just take... then I can just take one of these.
I could take this one, for example.
So basically, I will attach these guys right here.
So, I'll attach here, and then I will attach these ones right there.
So, now this would be one activity.
I have both of the photos, and then I have these two photos, and then this is the final fifth photo.
So, basically, that is what you want your exhibit to look like.

How to Approach Record Books - Episode 4
Hello and welcome.
In this episode, we are talking about your favorite topic, record books.
Oh, no… You're probably thinking, uh, I don't like doing those.
Yes, they might be tedious, and you have to fill out all these little things, but it teaches really great life skills, and it is one thing that can really enhance your exhibit.
And today, what we're going to be talking about is not the specifics on how to fill it out.
There is other information out there and they probably will do a better job than I will anyways.
I'm going to tell you about the approach of how to fill it out.
All right, so going through your record book, you will notice that there are many different sections.
And, as you can see, some of the sections are pretty simple to fill out, and other ones require you to actually keep track of what you're doing throughout the year.
Besides your front cover, which is important so we know what project and unit you're doing.
You will also have specific goals that you will have to fill out.
Now, goals in photography.
Why are they so important?
There are a lot of different things that you can work on?
Such as composition.
That's a really big one, or it could be lighting.
You can really focus on those more creative things.
Or maybe you could focus on the more technical parts, like exposure.
Maybe for the more advanced photographers who are taking 4-H photography,
you could focus on the more business aspects.
You could be doing senior pictures, and your goal is to create a website.
Those are all goals that you can really work on and then create plans to reach that goal.
And then, at the end of the year, then you can do an evaluation of how what happened.
Were you successful?
Were you not successful?
And if so, what did you learn from that experience?
That's why those are really, really important.
And if, especially in some of the later units, you also noticed
that there's a lot of emphasis on making those goals, plans, evaluation, and accomplishment sheets.
How do I participate in 4-H?
You can include information related to your photography project, especially if you do a demonstration.
That is really, really nice to see as well.
The big part that I want to talk about is your project expenses and income and value.
Because this is one thing that can be a little confusing, especially with photography.
Now, your project expenses and income.
What did you spend money on exactly with your photography project?
I'll give you a hint… your paper, your binder, your photo prints, that mat that we just put together, all of those are materials.
You can put that information in there.
Of course… You can also put other expenses as well.
Maybe you travel to do a photo shoot.
You can also put that in there.
Maybe you put together a website.
That also costs money.
Every little thing costs something, and those are all things that you can put on your expenses.
Now for income or value.
There are, of course, a couple of different ways you can do this as a photographer.
One, you could create a general sell price for your images.
What would it cost to sell a print?
What would it cost to sell the rights to your photo maybe to a media agency?
What would it cost if someone were to hire you as a photographer for their senior photos?
Those are all things that you can do, just because you may or may not have sold photos doesn't mean you can’t think about the prices that you would sell them at.
Of course, now you have your return on investment.
This is really thinking about, if you have all these learned skills in photography, how could you use them to make money?
That kind of goes back to the previous one, of course.
You can have all these skills, you can develop all these skills, whether that is your presentation skills, whether that's your skills on how to take really good pictures or editing and even marketing.
Those are all different things that you learn in this project that can go beyond just photography.
Now, photographs in your 4-H project.
What does that mean?
I'm not talking about the photos that you take throughout the year.
I'm talking about the photos of you working on the project.
Some units require a minimum of two and some require a minimum of four.
So, make sure you check your unit specifically to see what the minimum amount is.
Basically, I want to see pictures of you taking pictures.
It's funny, right?
Also, pictures of you working on your record book, pictures
of you doing a demonstration, community service,
and then also pictures of you editing photos.
Those are all just ideas of things that you can include.
And caption it too!
So, we know what's happening with those photos.
You're clearly taking a picture in this photo.
What are you taking a picture of?
What are you trying to accomplish?
Those are all things that make a really interesting story.
Speaking of story.
That's something that's really, really important to include as well.
Your story is ultimately an opportunity for you to say what happened.
What did you struggled with?
What did you learn?
What did you want to work on?
What happened?
Now let's talk a little bit about presentation with your record book. 
Now, your record book can be handwritten, it can also be printed out with a computer.
The templates for these record books can be found on the Colorado 4-H website.
And that template is just, it's very simple, and you can fill it out, and you can customize it a little bit as long as the core information is there.
You can be creative and redesign it if you want.
That's part of your goal is to create a presentable record book, a presentable project, especially since marketing is such a huge part in photography.
It's definitely a great thing to try to work on is to make, is how can I make something that's so boring, like a record book and make it fun and exciting.
That's a great challenge!
And that is one way that you can do this, is to make it really make it a fun design project and make it really attractive, as well, to look through.
But that is just one example of how you can do it.

How to Prepare Your Photography Project Series Conclusion - Episode 5
Hello and welcome.
This is our final episode of this series on how to prepare your 4-H Photography exhibit.
I have had a wonderful time teaching you how to prepare your exhibit.
And a quick recap of what we learned today is including how to mat your display photo, including making sure that it's clean and how to make it very presentable, including making sure it's a 5” x 7” and 8” x 10” frame, as well as...
how to attach your photos to the individual spreads.
It's important, of course, to make sure that you use cardstock and double-sided tape, and then make sure you properly label your photos.
And then lastly, we also talked about how to make your record book.
Although I didn't give all the fun information of all the little details.
We did go through it, because this is an essential part of the 4-H photography project.
[Chicken sounds]
What's that, Jojo?
This is Jojo.
Jojo also wants me to remind you that you also have access to the 4-H Photographer's Field Guide available for free on the Colorado 4-H website.
If you need more assistance on helping with your photography growth, then you can download this.
This is an optional field guide, and you can use it on any unit in a photography project.
It just covers the basic information on a lot of crucial topics.
It doesn't cover anything in depth, but it helps you start learning the concepts on your own level, because it focuses on one principle to learn by doing.
I hope you enjoyed this time with me, and I encourage you to keep on taking pictures and keep on learning, keep on experimenting, and have fun.











Colorado State University does not discriminate on the basis of disability and is committed to providing reasonable accommodations. | Colorado State University no discrimina por motivos de discapacidad y se compromete a proporcionar adaptaciones razonables. Col.st/ll0t3
2

image1.png
8@

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION





