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Colorado 4-H Rabbit Showmanship Score Card 
Exhibitor’s Name:      Age Category: Jr. Int. Sr. 

Event:        Date:      

Breed of Rabbit:       Placing:      

 Points Score   Points Score 
 
Carry Rabbit to the Table 

 
5 pts. 

   
Check Belly 

 
5 pts. 

 

To properly carry the rabbit, tuck the head under one 
arm and support the rabbit’s weight by placing the 
other hand under the rump. If asked to move to a 
different spot on the table, use the same manner. 

 Check: under jaw, chest, abdomen & sides. Checking 
for abscesses, tumors, abnormalities, pigeon breast, 
blemishes, and mastitis. Gauge smoothness and 
cover for age. 

Pose Rabbit 5 pts.   Check Rear Feet and Legs 5 pts.  
Did youth use proper pose for the breed – Compact, 
cylindrical, full arch, mandolin, semi-arch, commercial? 

 Check the straightness of the legs. Using proper 
thumb position, check toenails & hocks. Checking for 
broken, missing, mismatched, or white toenails; bone 
density, straightness and sore hocks 

Check Ears 5 pts.   Check Sex 5 pts.  
Check both ears and read the tattoo. Look for mites, 
canker, carriage, thickness, color, torn or missing 
portions, fur covering. 

 Using the proper position of the rabbit & hand, expose 
the vent/penis & testicles. Noting buck or doe, vent 
disease, or hutch burn. 

 
Turn Rabbit Over 

 
5 pts. 

  Return Rabbit to the Posed 
Position & Check Tail 

 
5 pts. 

 

Smooth motion, proper control, resting weight on table   Extend tail, moving it side-to-side, examine underside. 
Noting: wry, dead, bobbed, broken, color, straightness 

Check Teeth 5 pts.   Check Fur 5 pts.  
Proper hand position. Show upper & lower incisors. 
Looking for malocclusion, buck teeth, wolf teeth, peg 
teeth or broken teeth.  

 Using a smooth motion with proper control, return to 
pose. Stroke coat from tail to head to show fur type, 
density, texture, sheen, and luster. Note fur type: 
rollback, flyback, rex, standing, or wool. 

Check Eyes 5 pts.   Judging Comments 10 pts.  
Properly open eyes, not forcing them open. Check for 
proper color, blindness, wall eye, moon eye, weepy 
eye or signs of conjunctivitis.  

 Final pose: showing all four sides. Note breed 
markings/color. Share if rabbit is: excellent, good, fair, 
poor; balance, condition, finish. Do not use the word 
“Nice”! Humane treatment/Controls animal at all times   

Check Nose 5 pts.   Overall Presentation 15 pts.  
Proper hand position shows both nostrils. 
check inside legs for nasal discharge, snuffles, 
nasal discharge, foreign spots or colors 

 Proper attire: show coat/apron/long sleeves; neat 
appearance, no distracting jewelry. Good eye contact 
follows directions. Thanks, Judge 

Check Front Feet and Legs 5 pts.   Exhibitor Knowledge 10 pts.  
Check straightness of legs, toenails, pads & dewclaws 
using proper thumb position. Broken, extra, missing 
toes, mismatched, white, missing toenails, bone 
density, dew claw, pads. Check for matting, a sign of 
snuffles. 

            
            TOTAL POINTS (100 possible):  

 

Judge’s Signature:                                 

  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcol.st%2F0WMJA&data=05%7C02%7Cdawn.sanchez%40colostate.edu%7Cee9c49fcc69847ec001e08dedd1f20e9%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C639191322924906859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h%2FPJrm%2BdON%2BJPtztf6mQAkS0UR%2Fms1AtquQhyoqCZUo%3D&reserved=0



