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📘 Chapter 7: Puppy Care & Socialization 
— Leader Guide
Chapter Focus
Chapter 7 covers the critical early-life care of puppies, emphasizing proper health care, nutrition, handling, and socialization during sensitive developmental periods. Correct puppy care directly affects adult behavior, health, and safety.
Learning Objectives
Students should be able to:
1. Explain the stages of puppy development
2. Describe basic puppy health care needs
3. Identify proper nutrition and feeding practices
4. Explain the importance of early socialization
5. Recognize appropriate and inappropriate socialization experiences
6. Describe how poor puppy care affects adult behavior
Key Concepts
Puppy Development Stages
· Neonatal (birth–2 weeks)
· Transitional (2–4 weeks)
· Socialization period (3–14 weeks)
· Juvenile period (14 weeks–sexual maturity)
Health Care Basics
· Veterinary exams
· Vaccination schedules
· Parasite control
· Clean, safe housing
Nutrition
· Puppy-formulated food
· Frequent small meals
· Fresh water at all times
· Avoiding human foods

Socialization
· Exposure to people, environments, sounds, and surfaces
· Positive experiences only
· Gradual introduction
· Avoiding overwhelming situations
Long-Term Impact
· Proper socialization reduces fear and aggression
· Poor socialization increases behavior problems
· Early experiences shape lifelong responses
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