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📝 Practice Multiple-Choice Quiz
 — Chapter 6 

Directions: Choose the BEST answer. Questions may have more than one reasonable option, but only one best response.

1. Which feature of canine communication is MOST reliable for predicting immediate behavior?
A. Vocalization alone 
B. Tail wagging alone 
C. Overall body posture and muscle tension 
D. Breed-specific traits

2. A dog displaying a closed mouth, stiff body, and direct stare is most likely: 
A. Relaxed and attentive 
B. Playful but cautious 
C. Issuing a warning signal 
D. Seeking affection

3. Which situation represents appeasement behavior?
 A. Growling when approached 
B. Lip licking and turning the head away 
C. Play bow with loose movement 
D. Hackles raised with forward posture

4. Why is punishing growling considered unsafe? 
A. It encourages barking instead 
B. It increases play behavior 
C. It removes an important warning signal 
D. It causes confusion about commands

5. Raised hackles should be interpreted as: 
A. Aggression in all cases 
B. Fear only 
C. Emotional arousal that may include stress or excitement 
D. Confidence and dominance

6. Which behavior is most likely to escalate into aggression if warning signs are ignored? 
A. Play bowing 
B. Loose tail wagging 
C. Stiff posture with freezing 
D. Yawning after exercise

7. Which factor MOST influences whether a normal behavior becomes a problem behavior? 
A. Coat length 
B. Owner response and management 
C. Dog size 
D. Coloring

8. Excessive barking related to anxiety is BEST addressed by: 
A. Punishment 
B. Ignoring the behavior 
C. Identifying and reducing triggers 
D. Increasing vocal commands

9. Which signal is commonly misinterpreted as friendliness? 
A. Loose wagging tail 
B. Play bow 
C. Lip licking 
D. Growling

10. Which combination BEST indicates a relaxed dog? 
A. Stiff body and upright ears 
B. Loose muscles and soft eyes 
C. Hard stare and closed mouth 
D. Raised hackles and tense posture

11. Dogs communicate stress through all EXCEPT: 
A. Yawning 
B. Lip licking 
C. Turning away 
D. Play bowing exclusively

12. Which scenario represents appropriate human response to canine communication? 
A. Petting a dog that freezes 
B. Backing away when a dog stiffens 
C. Hugging a dog that tucks its tail 
D. Staring at a growling dog

13. Which statement about tail wagging is MOST accurate? 
A. It always signals happiness 
B. It never indicates stress 
C. It must be interpreted with body posture 
D. It is unrelated to communication

14. Poor socialization most often results in: 
A. Improved obedience 
B. Increased confidence 
C. Fear-based behavior problems 
D. Reduced learning ability

15. Which behavior is a distance-increasing signal? 
A. Play bow 
B. Growling 
C. Rolling over 
D. Loose wagging tail

16. Dogs learn to repeat behaviors primarily through: 
A. Instinct alone
B. Reinforcement and consequences 
C. Vocalization patterns 
D. Observation only

17. Which environment is MOST likely to increase stress-related behaviors? 
A. Predictable routine 
B. Consistent training 
C. Chaotic and unpredictable handling 
D. Adequate mental stimulation

18. Which signal combination suggests a dog may bite if pressure? 
A. Loose body and play bow 
B. Tucked tail and freezing 
C. Soft eyes and relaxed ears 
D. Yawning and stretching

19. Understanding canine communication is MOST important for: 
A. Improving grooming efficiency 
B. Preventing injuries and behavior escalation 
C. Increasing breed popularity 
D. Reducing feeding costs

20. Which statement BEST summarizes responsible behavior management? 
A. All behaviors are genetic 
B. Training replaces communication 
C. Management and understanding work together 
D. Problem behaviors cannot be changed
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1.   C 
2.   C 
3.   B 
4.   C 
5.   C 
6.   C 
7.   B 
8.   C 
9.   C 
10. B 
11. D 
12. B 
13. C 
14. C 
15. B 
16. B 
17. C 
18. B 
19. B 
20. C
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