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Chapter 6: Communication & Behavior 
— Leader Guide
Chapter Focus
Chapter 6 explains how dogs communicate and behave, emphasizing body language, vocalizations, and normal vs. problem behaviors. Understanding communication helps prevent bites, improve training, and strengthen the human–dog bond.
Learning Objectives
Students should be able to:
1. Explain how dogs communicate
2. Identify common dog body language signals
3. Understand basic dog vocalizations
4. Recognize signs of stress, fear, and aggression
5. Explain how behavior is influenced by environment and training
6. Describe responsible responses to dog behavior
Key Concepts
How Dogs Communicate
Dogs communicate primarily through:
· Body language
· Facial expressions
· Vocalizations
· Movement and posture
Common Body Language Signals
· Relaxed posture = calm
· Tail tucked = fear
· Raised hackles = excitement or stress
· Stiff body = warning
· Play bow = invitation to play


Vocalizations
· Barking (alert, excitement, fear)
· Growling (warning)
· Whining (stress or attention-seeking)
· Howling (communication)
Normal vs. Problem Behavior
· Normal: chewing, digging, barking (in appropriate situations)
· Problem behavior: aggression, excessive barking, destructive behavior
Influences on Behavior
· Genetics and breed tendencies
· Training and socialization
· Environment and routine
· Human interaction
Safety Emphasis
· Never ignore warning signs
· Respect a dog’s space
· Teach bite prevention and safe handling
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