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📘 Chapter 5: Selection — Leader Guide
Chapter Focus
Chapter 5 focuses on responsible dog selection, emphasizing matching a dog’s traits, needs, and purpose with the owner’s lifestyle, experience, and goals. Instruction should highlight welfare, long-term commitment, and informed decision-making.
Learning Objectives
Students should be able to:
1. Explain why careful dog selection is important
2. Identify factors that influence appropriate dog choice
3. Compare breed traits, purpose, and temperament
4. Understand the impact of environment and lifestyle
5. Describe ethical responsibilities in selection
6. Explain consequences of poor selection decisions
Key Concepts
Why Selection Matters
· Dogs are long-term commitments
· Poor matches lead to behavior and welfare issues
· Selection affects success in training, showing, or work
Factors to Consider
· Size and space requirements
· Energy level and exercise needs
· Temperament and behavior
· Grooming and health needs
· Purpose (companion, working, showing)
Breed vs. Individual Traits
· Breeds offer general tendencies
· Individual dogs vary
· Temperament testing and observation are important

Ethical Selection
· Avoid impulse decisions
· Consider adoption and rescue
· Choose reputable breeders
· Prioritize health and welfare
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