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🐕 Dog Coat Types (Know This!)
Different coats = different grooming needs.
Smooth Coat
· Short, shiny, and close to the skin
· Very easy to groom
· Doesn’t mat or tangle
· Tools to use:
· Rubber brush
· Bristle brush
· Hound glove
· Finish with a chamois cloth
Medium Coat
· Longer than smooth coats (over 1 inch)
· Usually doesn’t mat, but thick coats need weekly brushing
· Often found on working and herding dogs
· Tools to use:
· Slicker brush
· Medium-tooth comb
Long Coat
· Needs grooming every other day
· Tangles and mats easily
· Very time-consuming but looks great when done right
· Tools to use:
· Slicker brush
· Rake (for undercoat)
· Wide-tooth comb
· Bristle or pin brush
· Conditioner helps prevent mats
Wirehaired (Broken) Coat
· Coarse, rough, and wiry
· Found on many terriers
· Very weather-resistant
· Can be:
· Hand-stripped (for shows)
· Clipped (more common for pets)
· Tools to use:
· Slicker brush
· Comb
· Stripping blade
Curly Coat
· Seen in breeds like Poodles
· Hardest to groom
· Grows back fast
· Some breeds have corded (dreadlock-like) coats
· Tools to use:
· Slicker brush (short hair)
· Pin brush (long hair)
· Wide-tooth comb
· Needs clipping every 6–10 weeks

🪮 Brushing Basics
· Start brushing at the bottom and move upward
· Brush in the direction the hair grows
· Always brush down to the skin, gently
· Watch for mats in:
· Behind ears
· Under elbows
· Groin
· Between toes

🧰 Grooming Tools You Should Know
· Bristle brush – everyday brushing, shiny coat
· Slicker brush – removes mats and shedding hair
· Pin brush – great for long coats
· Rubber brush / hound glove – best for smooth coats
· Undercoat rake – removes thick undercoat
· Combs – remove last tangles and check for fleas
· Mat comb – safely cuts through mats
· Scissors & thinning shears – trimming and shaping
· Clippers – used for grooming styles and show cuts

🐾 Feet and Nail Care
· Get your dog used to having feet handled early
· Trim nails a little every week
· White nails: you can see the quick (pink part)
· Black nails: trim only the tip
· If bleeding happens:
· Use styptic powder
· Or apply pressure
· Nail grinders:
· Safer
· Less likely to cause bleeding
· Trim hair between paw pads to:
· Improve traction
· Prevent ice/mud balls
· Reduce dirt in the house

👂 Ear Care
· Check ears regularly
· Clean with:
· Ear cleaner
· Cotton ball or gauze
· Redness, smell, or discharge = vet visit
· Hair in ear canals:
· Ask your vet before removing it

😁 Teeth Care
· Dogs need help keeping teeth clean
· Brush teeth several times a week
· Use:
· Dog toothbrush or finger brush
· Dog toothpaste only (never human toothpaste!)

🛁 Bathing Your Dog (Step-by-Step)
1. Brush out tangles first
2. Gather supplies (shampoo, towel, brush, dryer)
3. Use a non-slip mat in the tub
4. Put cotton balls in ears
5. Wet dog (start at legs)
6. Use warm water (about 100°F)
7. Shampoo body, then head carefully
8. Rinse completely (no soap left!)
9. Towel dry
10. Remove cotton balls
11. Blow dry gently while brushing
12. 🎉 Clean dog achieved!

⭐ Key Takeaway
Grooming isn’t just about looks—it’s about health, comfort, and trust between you and your dog. Start early, go slow, and make it fun! 🐕💙
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