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🐕 Chapter 3: Conformation 
— Study Guide
What Is Conformation?
Conformation is how a dog is built. A well-built dog can move better, stay healthier, and do its job more easily.
Why Is Conformation Important?
· Helps dogs move smoothly
· Prevents injury
· Supports strength and balance
Parts of the Dog You Should Know
· Withers – top of the shoulders
· Topline – back from withers to croup
· Croup – area at base of tail
· Loin – back area behind ribs
· Pastern – area between foot and leg
· Stifle – rear knee joint
Front and Rear Assembly
· Front assembly affects reach and shock absorption
· Rear assembly provides drive and power
· Both should be balanced
Gait (Movement)
· Dogs should move straight and smoothly
· Front and rear legs should work together
· Good structure = efficient movement
Remember
Conformation is not just about looks — it’s about how a dog’s body works compared to a breed standard.
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