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📘 Chapter 2: Breeds 
— Leader’s Guide
Purpose of Chapter
Chapter 2 introduces students to dog breed classification, focusing on the American Kennel Club (AKC) system and the historical purpose behind each breed group. Understanding why breeds were developed helps explain differences in behavior, size, temperament, and suitability for jobs or families.
Key Learning Objectives
By the end of this chapter, students should be able to:
1. Explain the role of the American Kennel Club (AKC).
2. Identify the seven AKC breed groups.
3. Describe the original purpose of each group.
4. Give examples of breeds in each group.
5. Understand the purpose of:
· Miscellaneous Class
· Foundation Stock Service® (FSS®)
· AKC PAL Program
· AKC Canine Partners™ Program
Core Content Overview
AKC Breed Grouping System
Breeds are grouped by historical function, not appearance.
Seven AKC Groups
· Sporting
· Hound
· Working
· Terrier
· Toy
· Non-Sporting
· Herding

Group Characteristics (Instructional Focus)
	Group
	Original Purpose
	Teaching Emphasis

	Sporting
	Hunting birds
	Energy, trainability

	Hound
	Hunting by scent or sight
	Endurance, independence

	Working
	Guarding, pulling, rescue
	Strength, reliability

	Terrier
	Hunting vermin
	Tenacity, boldness

	Toy
	Companionship
	Size ≠ personality

	Non-Sporting
	Varied
	Diversity of function

	Herding
	Moving livestock
	Intelligence, responsiveness


Advanced Classification
· Miscellaneous Class: Breeds working toward full AKC recognition
· FSS®: Record-keeping for emerging breeds
· PAL Program: Allows mixed-breed dogs to participate in AKC events
· Canine Partners™: Inclusion program for all dogs
Teaching Tips
· Use breed examples students recognize.
· Emphasize purpose over appearance.
· Reinforce that mixed-breed dogs can still participate in events.
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