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📘 Chapter 18: Reproduction 
— Leader Guide
Chapter Focus
Chapter 18 introduces basic canine reproduction concepts with an emphasis on education, health, responsibility, and ethics. Instruction should focus on biological understanding, breeding responsibility, and why unplanned breeding should be avoided in youth programs.
Learning Objectives
Students should be able to:
1. Identify basic male and female reproductive anatomy
2. Explain the estrus (heat) cycle
3. Describe basic breeding requirements and risks
4. Explain pregnancy and whelping at a basic level
5. Understand responsible breeding decisions
6. Explain why spaying and neutering are recommended
Key Concepts
Reproductive Anatomy (Basic)
· Male: testes, penis
· Female: ovaries, uterus, vulva
Estrus Cycle
· Proestrus
· Estrus
· Diestrus
· Anestrus
Breeding Considerations
· Health testing
· Age and maturity
· Temperament
· Veterinary involvement

Pregnancy & Whelping (Overview)
· Gestation averages ~63 days
· Prenatal care is essential
· Whelping requires preparation and supervision
Responsibility & Ethics
· Breeding should be planned and intentional
· Overpopulation concerns
· Spay/neuter benefits
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