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Chapter 16: Health Learner Guide
Core Concepts
1. Veterinary/Client/Patient Relationship (VCPR)
· A formal relationship between owner and veterinarian.
· Requires the veterinarian to have examined the dog.
· Essential for treatment, prescriptions, and preventative care.
     2. Wellness Program
A year-round program that includes:
· Annual (or more frequent) veterinary exams
· Rabies vaccination (required by law)
· Other vaccinations as recommended
· Parasite prevention (internal & external)
· Dental care
· Nutritional management
· Behavioral evaluation
· Environmental enrichment
3. Vaccination
· Rabies is legally required.
· Other vaccines determined by veterinarian and local risk.
· Puppies require special parasite monitoring.
     4. Parasite Control
Internal parasites:
· Roundworms
· Hookworms
· Giardia
· Cryptosporidia
· Tapeworms (Diphylidium caninum)
· Heartworms (Dirofilaria immitis)
External parasites:
· Fleas
· Ticks
· Lice
Prevention includes:
· Flea control
· Rodent control
· Preventing hunting behavior
· Regular deworming
· Clean environments
5. Zoonotic Risks (Diseases Transmitted to Humans)
· Roundworms
· Hookworms
· Tapeworms
· Giardia
Prevention includes:
· Hand washing
· Cleaning up feces
· Preventing flea infestation
· Avoiding contaminated areas
6. Nutrition & Food Safety
· Feed high-quality commercial diet for life stage.
· Raw diets require careful handling.
· Cook meat thoroughly if homemade.
· Provide fresh water.
· Avoid unfamiliar water while traveling.
7. Signs of a Healthy Dog
· Bright eyes
· Clean ears
· Healthy coat
· Good body condition
· Normal appetite and elimination
· Alert behavior
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