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📘 Chapter 14: Showing Your Project Dog 
— Leader Guide
Chapter Focus

This chapter teaches 4-H members how to properly represent themselves, their dogs, and the 4-H program while participating in dog shows. Emphasis is placed on sportsmanship, ethics, understanding show structure, and the roles of key personnel.
Learning Objectives

Students should be able to:
· Explain the importance of sportsmanship and ethical conduct
· Identify appropriate behavior before, during, and after competition
· Describe different types of dog shows
· Identify key dog show officials and their responsibilities
· Demonstrate graceful acceptance of results
Key Concepts
Sportsmanship
· Treating others with respect
· Competing fairly
· Showing honesty and integrity
· Accepting wins and losses graciously
Conduct and Courtesy
· Proper behavior in and out of the ring
· Respect for judges, stewards, exhibitors, and dogs
· Maintaining control of one’s dog at all times
Fairness and Honesty
· Following all rules
· No cheating or unethical behavior
· Accurate paperwork and truthful entries

Competition
· Purpose of competition is learning and improvement
· Focus on personal growth and teamwork with the dog
Graceful Acceptance of Results
· Congratulating winners
· Learning from feedback
· Maintaining a positive attitude
Types of Dog Shows
· Show and Go
· Fun Match
· Sanctioned Fun Match
· Trials
Key Dog Show Personnel
· Registration staff
· Ring stewards
· Judges
· Show superintendent
Teaching Tips
· Use role-playing to model good sportsmanship
· Discuss real-life scenarios involving winning and losing
· Reinforce that behavior reflects on the entire 4-H program
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