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Introductions

In the chat box, share your name, county, and the role you play in the 4-H Dog Project.



Dog Project Terminology

County Level: Each County may qualify exhibitors for State 4-H Dog Trials by a selection procedure most
appropriate to its own County program in compliance with the Dog Level Progression Chart and State 4-H
Dog Trials eligibility requirements.

Discipline: Reference to a type of dog competition. Currently there are four disciplines competing at the State
4-H Dog Trials: Agility, Obedience, Rally and Showmanship.

Division: Reference to a grouping of classes specific to a discipline. For example, the Obedience Advanced
Division incorporates classes Open A, Open B, Graduate Open A, Graduate Open B, Utility A and Utility B.

Exhibitor: A 4-H registered youth competing in any 4-H State 4-H Dog Trial ranging in age from 8 to 18 years
of age as of December 31st of the previous year. Also referred to as a member, handler, or youth or
competitor.

Level: Reference to a dog’s progression through Agility, Showmanship, Obedience or Rally disciplines. For
example, a dog may be in the Open level of Obedience or the Novice level of Showmanship.

Class: Reference to the specific Class within a Level. For example, a dog’s Level might be Novice Obedience
and the Class would be Novice A or Novice B.
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« No significant rule changes in 2025
 Encourage participants to study for the written test.
» Please review 4-H dress code with your clubs.

« Know what breed your dog is...must be an AKC
breed...or what AKC breed is your dog most like.



Showmanship

ember different breeds are
presented to the judge on either a
table, a ramp or on the floor. It
depends on the breed.

A list of where breeds are presented refer
to the 4-H website or go to:
https://images.akc.org/pdf/judges/table breeds.pdf



Showmanship Questlns

JUdgeS may » What is the breed of your
e ciog”?
Ask - g

- | « What AKC groups does
- -‘ your dag belong to?

‘ | « What is the purposé
Y -’ . breed?




Showmanship







Obedience

Rule Updates
» For Obedience, Rally, and/or Agility, the same dog may not be shown in the same discipline more
than once by more than one family member.
« If an exhibitor qualifies in two classes with the same dog, they need to show at the highest level
they qualified.
« Exhibitors are responsible for knowing the height of their dog at the withers and the associated
Obedience jump heights as well as verifying jump height in the ring.
Resources
« Obedience Guide
» Obedience Score sheets - Pre-Graduate Novice Class change to exercises
* Progression Charts Updated
Questions
« Sabrina Christie and/or Amber Hansen, Obedience Superintendent
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Rally

For Obedience, Rally, and/or Agility, the same dog may not be shown in the same discipline more than
once by more than one family member.

Reminder
* Master Rally is now part of regular progression instead of optional class

Resources
+ Rally Guide with Signs available on the State 4-H Dog Contest website, or AKC website

* Rally Apps:
iPhone: Pocket Rally app — Includes all signs, written directions and videos for each sign — There is

a fee to download this app.
Android — K9Rally app — Includes all signs along with written directions — Not sure if there is a fee

for this app
Remind all handlers showing in Advanced and higher classes that they MUST know their dog’s height at

the withers OR their Rally jump height (which is different than obedience or agility)

Questions
* Anne Janicki Rally Superintendent
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For Obedience, Rally, and/or Agility, the same dog may not be shown in the same discipline more than
once by more than one family member.

Rule Change

* A dog/handler team receiving a qualifying score at a State Agility Trial must advance to the next
level the following year.

Resources

*  Agility Waiver

« Agility Guide

Questions

* Brian Christie, Agility Superintendent
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Progression Charts

Updated for all disciplines at https://co4h.colostate.edu/program-areas/state-fair-information/

+ Overview of what they are used for and why
* Added as appendix to the rules
«  Criteria and commonality for class movement - wording changed for clarification
— Showmanship
— Obedience
—  Rally
—  Agility
» Keeping track of members/dogs as they progress — VERY IMPORTANT!
*  Questions
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https://co4h.colostate.edu/program-areas/state-fair-information/

Volunteering at State Dog Trials

e  Sign-up process is in Google Forms for helping at state dog trials and will be shared to families through 4-H Online and to
staff in the State 4-H Newsletter.
e New Sr. member internship program. Application forms will be sent out to county staff.
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Support & Additional Information

* e-Record Updates
Registering for State 4-H Dog Trials (Aug. 16 and 17) and State Fair Agility Trials (September 14)
— August 4th Registration Deadline
— Counties (Specialists/Coordinators, Key Leaders, and youth) must verify correct classes for
your entries based on the progression charts
— Team Rally teams must be submitted by County Specialist

* Dog Expo March 8 is great for learning and networking around the disciplines and how to teach
skills

*  Watch county fun matches and shows to see how they are run

* Interest in Dog Skill-a-Thon contest

* Reach out to local AKC groups and trainers in other counties

« Compiling dog judges list

+ Contact State 4-H Office (lisa.sholten@colostate.edu or dawn.sanchez@colostate.edu) or

Superintendents with questions
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