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Levels Implementa�on 

• Star�ng for the 2024/2025 4-H year all new 4-H members in the 4-H Horse Project will follow the 
current posted 4-H Horse Advancement Levels Policy/Guidelines- October 2024. All new 
members should at minimum pass the pre-level Safety test and follow the new current 
policy/guidelines for levels and competencies. 

• Current 4-H members will have un�l July 1, 2026 to migrate into the new system where they 
have not already been “grandfathered” in. 

• Members will be grandfathered in, in the following ways: 
1. Any Horse/Rider Combo IDed in 4HOnline in 2024/2025 will receive the levels assignments 

and competency assignments.  
2. Any horse and member combina�on will maintain their current Levels Achieved. However, 

since some Levels have been eliminated or transi�oned into a Competency those 
Levels/former disciplines will be transferred to the appropriate competency and level as 
follows in the chart below: 

• Riders should not be exhibi�ng in classes they have not received a competency cer�ficate for but 
they can prac�ce/clinic to develop the skills.  

• Over fence should be rode in hunt/hack a�re.  

 

2024-2025 Level 
Achieved  

Competency – 
reassigned to the 
relevant competency 
Grandfathered in  

Level – Equivalent 
reassigned to the 
relevant level 
Grandfathered in  

Notes 

Ranch Level 1   
 

X 

Current Level 1 Ranch 
Horse Riders can 
con�nue to par�cipate 
in non-catle ranch 
horse classes. 

Ranch Level 2 Ranch/Cow Horse 
Limited Competency x  

Ranch Level 3 Ranch/Cow Horse 
Advanced Competency x 

 

Ranch Level 4 Ranch/Cow Horse 
Advanced Competency x 

 

English level 3 Hunt 
Seat 

Over Fences/Jumping 
Limited Competency 

English Level 3   

English Level 4 Hunt 
Seat 

Over Fences/Jumping 
Advanced Competency 
 

English Level 4   

English Saddle Seat 3 x 
English Level 3   

English Dressage 3  x 
English Level 3  

English Saddle Seat 4 x 
English Level 4   
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English Dressage 4  x 
English Level 4  

Showmanship levels x 
NO LEVELS 
RECOGNITION (take 
individual discipline 
level test)  

 

Western Level 1  x 
Western Level 1   

Western Level 2 Gymkhana  Western Level 2   
Western Level 3 Gymkhana  Western Level 3  
Western Level 4 Gymkhana  Western Level 4  
English Level 1 x 

English Level 1  

English Level 2 Gymkhana  English Level 2  
English Level 3 Gymkhana  English Level 3  
English Level 4 Gymkhana  English Level 4  
    
No Relevant pre-
exis�ng level for Trail 
Riding  

Trail Riding 
Competency  

  

No Relevant pre-
exis�ng level for Roping 

Roping Competency   In coun�es that do 
have an equivalent 
cer�fica�on riders will 
be grandfathered in to 
hold this competency. 

No Relevant pre-
exis�ng level for 
Driving  

Driving Competency   In coun�es that do 
have an equivalent 
cer�fica�on riders will 
be grandfathered in to 
hold this competency. 

 

Rater Transi�on in Levels Program 

• Star�ng for the 2024/2025 4-H year all new volunteer raters will follow the current posted 4-H 
Horse Advancement Levels Policy/Guidelines. 

• Current 4-H Volunteer Cer�fied Raters will be transferred to be cer�fied in the appropriate 
competency and level as follows in the chart below:  
 

2024-2025 Rater 
Trained   

Competency –  Level – Equivalent  Notes 

Cer�fied Rater in Ranch 
horse  

Cer�fied to Rate all of 
the Ranch/cow horse 

competencies 
X 

 

Cer�fied Rater in Hunt 
Seat Level ¾  

Cer�fied to Rate the 
Over Fence/Jumping 

Competencies 

Same Relevant Level: 
English Level 2, 3, 4  
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Cer�fied Rater in 
English Level 2, 3, 4  

Cer�fied to rate the 
Gymkhana 

Competencies 

Same Relevant Level: 
English Level 2, 3, 4 

 

Cer�fied Rater in 
Western Level 2, 3, 4  

Cer�fied to rate the 
Gymkhana 

Competencies 

Same Relevant Level: 
Western Level 2, 3, 4 

 

Cer�fied Rater in 
English Level 2, 3, 4  

Cer�fied to rate the 
Trail Riding 

Competencies 

Same Relevant Level: 
English Level 2, 3, 4 

 

Cer�fied Rater in 
Western Level 2, 3, 4  

Cer�fied to rate the 
Trail Riding 

Competencies 

Same Relevant Level: 
Western Level 2, 3, 4 

 

Any Rater- Needs to 
follow the Rater 
Cer�fica�on Process – 
New training for driving 
or roping   

No Grandfathered in 
for the driving or 
Roping Competency 
unless see notes to the 
right. 

X 
If a rater has been 
ra�ng roping or driving 
for those coun�es that 
have had this 
cer�fica�on, they will 
be grandfather. 

    
    

 


