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Colorado State 4-H Impromptu 
Speech Contest Rules 

Superintendents: Kim Eastwood and Josey Pukrop 
 

Eligibility: 
The impromptu speech contest is open to two participants per county who are between 14 and 18 
years of age as of December 31 of the previous year. 

 
Previous winners may enter but will not be eligible for the National Western 4-H Roundup trip. In the 
event a previous winner wins, second place would win the Western 4-H Roundup trip 
Contest Rules: 
1. Contestant will select a topic for his/her speech by randomly drawing three questions from a pool 

of questions. They will select one question and return the other. A maximum of one minute will be 
allowed for this process. Questions will be relative to today’s youth and may include current events, 
4-H, and/or social issues. Examples of the type of questions include: 

a. If I were an author, I would write about… 
b. One issue facing teenagers today is… 
c. If I could describe my personality as a tree, which tree would I be… 
d. What has being involved in 4-H taught me? 

2. Questions will be at the discretion of the superintendent. Only the superintendent will know 
the questions prior to the contest. No two contestants will speak on the same topic. 

3. Contestants may not use any costumes, posters, visual aids, or props for their presentations. 
4. Contestants are not allowed to present any items to the judges. 
5. Contestants will be allowed 5 minutes to organize their thoughts before beginning their 

presentation. Time will begin when they select their question. 
6. Each speech will be timed and must be between 3-5 minutes in duration. Two points will be 

deducted for each 30 seconds over or under the time limit. Participants will be given a 30-second 
warning before end of time period. 

7. Contestants will be allowed to organize their thoughts on a blank note card (supplied). However, 
the excessive use of notes may be counted against the contestant. This will be at the discretion of 
the judges. 

8. Contestant order will be determined by a random drawing and announced before the contest begins. 
9. Ties will be broken by the judges. 
10. Judges will use the Colorado State 4-H Impromptu Score Sheet. 
Awards: 
1. Awards will be announced, and ribbons will go to the top four (4) presentations. 

 
Colorado State University, U.S Department of Agriculture and Colorado counties cooperating. To simplify technical terminology, trade names or products and equipment 
occasionally will be used. No endorsement of product names is intended nor is criticism implied of products not mentioned. 

Colorado State University Extension is an equal opportunity provider. Colorado State University does not discriminate on the basis of disability and is committed to providing 
reasonable accommodations. CSU’s Office of Engagement and Extension ensures meaningful access and equal opportunities to participate to individuals whose first language is not 
English. https://col.st/0WMJA  
Colorado State University Extension es un proveedor que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.Colorado State University no discrimina por motivos de discapacidad y se compromete a 
proporcionar adaptaciones razonables. Office of Engagement and Extension de CSU garantiza acceso significativo e igualdad de oportunidades para participar a las personas quienes 
su primer idioma no es el inglés. https://col.st/0WMJA   
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